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APPENDIX 

The primary technical advances in this effort are outlined below, and can be downloaded in detail at City of 

San Antonio website. 

Sustainable Buildings Task Force - Overview and Recommendations  

The Task Force has made recommendations for the near, interim, and long term to “REGULATE THE DESIGN 

AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW BUILDINGS FOR THE EFFECTIVE USE OF ENERGY.”  

Near-term standard:  “THE  CITY OF  SAN  ANTONIO SUPPORTS THE ADOPTION AND IMPLEMENTA-

TION OF ENERGY PROVISIONS THAT RESULT IN ENERGY SAVINGS OF  15 PERCENT OR GREATER 

THAN CURRENT CODE IN EFFECT IN  2008  (IECC  2000 WITH 2001 SUPPLEMENT AND  ASHRAE  90.1  

1999)…THIS IMPROVED CODE WILL TAKE EFFECT NO LATER THAN  JANUARY  1,  2010 TO ALLOW 

TIME FOR SOFTWARE AVAILABILITY, STAFF TRAINING, AND PUBLIC EDUCATION.” 

Interim goal: “IN 2012 THE INTERIM GOAL SHALL TARGET 30% ABOVE THAN CURRENT CODE IN EF-

FECT IN 2008. 

Long-term goal: “THE  CITY OF  SAN  ANTONIO SHALL SUPPORT THE GOAL OF NET-ZERO CARBON 

BY 2030 THROUGH A PERIODIC REVIEW OF CODES AND INCENTIVES.” 

Energy Code Review  

“THE CITY ENERGY CODE SHALL BE PUBLICLY REVIEWED BEFORE MARCH  1,  2012. AFTER THAT 

DATE, IT SHALL BE REVIEWED, AND AMENDED AS NEEDED, EVERY THREE YEARS AT A MINI-

MUM.”  

Near-term energy code changes: The Task Force recommends that the following code changes be adopted begin-

ning January 1st, 2010:  

Å  ñENERGY PROVISIONS THAT RESULT IN ENERGY SAVINGS OF  15 PERCENT OR GREATER THAN 

CURRENT CODE IN EFFECT IN 2008.” 

Å  ñALL NEW RESIDENTIAL HOMES SHALL HAVE  DUCT TESTING OR HAVE DUCTS IN CONDI-

TIONED SPACE.”  

Å  ñALL NEW COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS SHALL INCORPORATE  ENERGY  STAR  CERTIFIED ROOFS.ò  

Energy code compliance: The Task Force recommends that “NEW RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL CONSTRUC-

TION ENERGY USAGE MUST ACHIEVE AN EFFICIENCY RATE OF 15 PERCENT ABOVE THE CURRENT 

SAN ANTONIO ENERGY CODES.” 

To aid builders in demonstrating compliance with this recommendation, the Task Force suggests that “THE CITY OF 

SAN ANTONIO CODE OFFICIAL SHALL BE PERMITTED TO APPROVE SPECIFIC COMPUTER SOFT-

WARE (INCLUDING AT LEAST ONE FREE, PUBLICLY-AVAILABLE SOURCE), WORKSHEETS, COMPLI-

ANCE MANUALS, AND OTHER SIMILAR MATERIALS THAT MEET THE INTENT OF THIS CODE.” 

Implementing Multiple Compliance Options 

Residential  

1.  IECC 2009 (AS APPROVED AND/OR AMENDED BY THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO AND/OR ENERGY 

SYSTEMS LABORATORY).   
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2. ENERGY STAR CERTIFICATION COMPLIANCE.  

3. SOFTWARE OR ENERGY MODELING TOOLS APPROVED BY THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO BUILDING 

OFFICIAL AND/OR ESL.  

4. APPROVED COMPLIANCE METHODS AS ADOPTED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS.  

5. BUILD SAN ANTONIO GREEN, USGBC LEED-H, OR OTHER THIRD-PARTY CERTIFICATION PRO-

GRAM THAT MEETS OR EXCEEDS THE ENERGY REQUIREMENTS AS APPROVED BY THE CODE 

OFFICIAL SHALL BE CONSIDERED IN COMPLIANCE.  

Commercial 

1. IECC 2009 (AS APPROVED AND/OR AMENDED BY THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO AND/OR ENERGY 

SYSTEMS LABORATORY).   

2. COMCHECK BASED ON ASHRAE 90.1 2007. A PASSING SCORE SATISFIES THE 15% STANDARD 

REFERENCED ABOVE.   

3. COMCHECK BASED ON IECC 2009 (WHEN IECC 2009 IS AVAILABLE AND APPROVED BY ESL). A 

PASSING SCORE SATISFIES THE 15% STANDARD REFERENCED ABOVE.   

4. ASHRAE 90.1 2007 ENERGY MODELING ANALYSIS APPROVED METHODS. THIS MEETS THE 15% 

STANDARD REFERENCED ABOVE.   

5. ASHRAE ADVANCED ENERGY DESIGN GUIDELINES (PRESCRIPTIVE DOCUMENTATION). THIS 

MEETS THE 15% STANDARD REFERENCED ABOVE.  

6. SOFTWARE OR ENERGY MODELING TOOLS APPROVED BY THE CITY OF SAN ANTONIO BUILD-

ING OFFICIAL  AND/OR ESL.  A DEMONSTRATED PASSING SCORE SATISFIES THE 15% STAN-

DARD REFERENCED ABOVE.   

7. APPROVED COMPLIANCE METHODS AS ADOPTED BY THE STATE OF TEXAS.   A DEMON-

STRATED PASSING SCORE SATISFIES THE 15% STANDARD REFERENCED ABOVE.  

8. USGBC LEED OR OTHER THIRD-PARTY CERTIFICATION PROGRAM THAT MEETS OR EXCEEDS 

THE ENERGY REQUIREMENTS AS APPROVED BY THE CODE OFFICIAL SHALL BE CONSIDERED 

IN COMPLIANCE.  

9. PERFORMANCE RATING CALCULATIONS AND DOCUMENTATION SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE, “PERFORMANCE RATING METHOD”, AND SHALL 

BE SUBMITTED WITH EACH APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT. DOCUMENTATION, IN-

CLUDING CALCULATIONS, SHALL BE PREPARED BY A REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL.  

***** 

The City has also included considerable water savings measures for San Antonio residential and commercial build-

ings, including low-flush toilets, low-flow sink and toilet aerators, low flow shower heads, water recommendations 

for irrigation and other applications, projected to have significant impacts on water usage in the city. 

San Antonio will provide financial incentives for the 305 options that are voluntary now until 2012 when they be-

come mandatory.  Finally, significant resources will be allocated for the training of all stakeholder groups and devel-

opment of implementation resources and technical support.  This will be promoted through multiple city planning and 

management offices, as well as the utilities. 

Details on the full ordinance can be found at the City of San Antonio website. 

To read the original San Antonio Case Study, visit the BCAP website at www.bcap-energy.org. 
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