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ABSTRACT 

In July of 2007 Governor Crist issued an executive 

order directing the Florida Building Commission to 

amend the Florida Energy Efficiency Code for 

Building Construction to increase energy efficiency 

requirements for residential and commercial build-

ings by 15%. This increase in efficiency was imple-

mented by the 2009 Supplement to the 2007 Florida 

Building Code, which took effect March 1, 2009. In 

2008 he signed into law a schedule for increasing 

energy efficiency requirements of the Florida Build-

ing Code, of which the energy code is a part, in 10% 

increments in each new edition of the code for a total 

of 50% by 2019. In 1980, Florida became one of the 

first states in the US to adopt a statewide mandatory 

energy code. The state has been a leader in establish-

ing requirements for the performance of central 

forced air space heating and cooling systems and 

controlling air infiltration due to air pressure balance 

between indoor spaces. It has focused on balancing 

building energy efficiency with indoor air quality 

priorities for its hot and humid climate. Historically, 

Florida has maintained its energy efficiency require-

ments equal to or greater than the benchmark na-

tional standards as certified to the US Department of 

Energy over the past 20 years. 

THE ISSUE 

The method by which the increments of energy effi-

ciency increase will be implemented is the subject of 

ongoing analysis by the Florida Building Commis-

sion. Beginning with the 2010 Florida Building 

Code, building efficiency requirements will be based 

on the International Energy Conservation Code, 

which by law must be amended to be no less strin-

gent than the requirements of the Florida Energy 

Efficiency Code for Building Construction. Floridaôs 

code is fundamentally a performance code that al-

lows full trade-off between efficiencies of building 

envelope, space heating/cooling, service water heat-

ing and, for commercial buildings, lighting systems. 

The IECC is primarily a prescriptive compliance 

code that includes a performance alternative. Its re-

quirements for both prescriptive and performance 

methods of compliance are crafted to defer service 

water and HVAC systems to federal appliance effi-

ciency regulation and focus efficiency increases on 

building envelope components. Florida is evaluating 

the impact the two different approaches will have on 

the viability of imposing changes in the marketplace. 

These changes will be vital to achieve the incre-

mental energy code improvements established by 

Florida law that culminate in a 50% increase in en-

ergy efficiency by 2019.  
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